March 28, 1978

e
-
s
91]

a

Coneress to do what they have failed to do in the past

and that 1s to frame a resolution or a constitutional
arendment and present it to the various states far <helr
ratification. This would basically be the same procedurs
that we use presently or we have used for the last twenty
some, twerty eight amendments to the constituslicn and that

is actually the last thirty elght amendments, the first ten
which the 3111 or Rlights were also presented In this way,
this would glve an ospportunity to the Conrress, it would

urge the Congress t> deal with this 1ssue, rlve the oppor-
tunity to the Lewislatures of the varlous states to have
uniformity in their resolutions, to have a uniforr constitu-
tional amendment which would deal with this 1ssue. Tt

doesn t specify 1ast exactly what should be in the resolution
[ woiald gy woeeax o in fact do 1t as opposed to the
states. This would ruarantee that there would not be a con-
stitutional convention which could possibly open up the
various aspects of the constitution for change. It simply
would allow for the various states in the traditlonal method
to ratify a constitutional proposal tha* the Congress has
passed. Zince Congress has been re<izen=, I think that

thils amendment 1s the correct and the proper approach. It's
the historic approach. It is the approach used in every case
up until now and I would hope that we would adopt thls amend-
ment. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Senator Reutzel.
SENATOR REUTZEL: Pass.

PRESIDE!T: Senator Venditte. The question 1s shall deba<e
now cease. Are there flve seconds? There are. Record your
vote. We are under Call. Senators are required to be at
your desks. Have you all voted? Record.

CLERK: 28 ayes, 3 nays to cease debate, “r. President.

PRESIDENT: All right, the questlon then 1s the adontion o7
Senator llewell's amendment. Record your vote. Sir, sta<e
your point.

SENATOR NEWELL: Is it the Chair's ruling that I have no
closing, when they shut off debate like this?

PRESIDENT: There was no answer to your openings debate so
there is nothing to respond to.

SENATOR 'IEWELL: That was true. There was noc answer but
that was because the debate was shut off, 1t wasn't bhecause
there wasn't nobody to...

PRESIDENT: No. Senator Newell, you get an answer to close
debate to reply to arguments. There was no argument so there
is nothingz to reply to so there 1s no close. Record vour vote.

SEHNATOR NEWELL: Were there no other lights on then, “r.
President?

PRESIDENT: Senator lNewell, there was nothineg to reply to

50 you have nothingz to respond to. HNow what else can T tell
you, Senator?

SENATOR HEWELL: The question that I am asking, the situation
is this 1s that was it because there was nobodv else wantinr
to debate?
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